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Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A set top box (STB) for decoding media streams from 
multiple sources, the STB comprising: 

a processor; 

a hardware decoder, coupled to the processor, for decoding media streams; 
a first stream receiver configured to receive a media stream from a first source; 
a second stream receiver configured to receive a media stream from a second 
source; and 

a stream selector having first and second inputs and an output, the first input 
coupled to the first stream receiver, the second input coupled to the second stream 
receiver, and the output coupled to the hardware decoder, wherein the stream selector 
is configured to selectively direct one of the media streams to the hardware decoder 
under control of the processo r, and wherein the hardware decoder is conf igured to 
decode the selected output from the stream selector . 

2. (original) The STB of claim 1, wherein at least one media stream 
comprises a Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG) stream, and wherein the hardware 
decoder comprises an MPEG decoder. 

3. (original) The STB of claim 1 . wherein the first stream receiver comprises 
a video tuner. 

2 
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4. (original) The STB of claim 3, wherein the first source comprises a cable 
television source. 

5. (original) The STB of claim 1 , wherein the second stream receiver 
comprises a modem device. jf 

i 

6. (original) The STB of claim 5, wherein the modem device comprises a 

r 

Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) modem, 

y 

r 
r. 

7. (original) The STB of claim 5, wherein the second source comprises an 

Internet Protocol (IP) source. ] 

} 
i. 

8. (original) The STB of claim 1 , wherein the stream selector comprises a 

multiplexer having a select line coupled to the processor. [ 

» 

i 
f 

9. (original) The STB of claim 1 , further comprising; 

I 

an audio/video controller coupled to the hardware decoder for formatting media 

f 

streams for presentation by an external display device; and 

i 

an output coupled to the hardware decoder for providing operable connection to 
the external display device. [ 



10. (original) The STB of claim 1 , further comprising a storage device, coupled 
to the processor, for storing at least one media stream. |i 



PAGE 6/18 * RCVD AT 5/1/2006 5:03:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/16 * DNlS:2738300 ' CSID:801 578 (999 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-16 

nc ST AV&LABLE COP v 



05/01/2 006 15:04 F AX 801 576 6999 



STOEL RIVES 



121007 



1 1 . (original) A method in a set top box (STB) for*decoding media streams 
from multiple sources, the STB comprising a hardware decoder and a processor, the 
method comprising: 

receiving a first media stream from a first source; 

receiving a second media stream from a second source; 

i 

using a stream selector, under control of the processor, to selectively direct one 

j 

of the media streams to the hardware decoder for decoding. 



12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein atfleast one media stream 



Jl 



comprises a Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG) stream, and wherein the hardware 



decoder comprises an MPEG decoder. 



1 3. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the first media stream is 

[ 

received by a video tuner within the STB. [ 



14. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the first source comprises a 

f 

cable television source. 

1 5. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein th^ second media stream is 
received by a modem device within the STB. 
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16. (original) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the modem device comprises a 
Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) modem. 

17. (original) The method of claim 15, wherein the second source comprises 
an Internet Protocol (IP) source. 

18. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the stream selector comprises 
a multiplexer having a select line coupled to the processor. 1 

i 
i 

1 9. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising formatting the 
selected media stream for presentation by an external display device. 

20. (original) The method of claim 1 1 f further comprising storing at least one 
media stream in a storage device within the STB. 

i 

21 . (withdrawn) A companion device for enhancing a set top box for an 

entertainment system, the companion device comprising: 

i 

a processor; 

I 

a hardware decoder, coupled to the processor, for decoding media streams; 
a first stream receiver, coupled to the set top box, for receiving a media stream 

therefrom; i 

t 

a second stream receiver for receiving a media stream from an alternative 
source; and 

5 

! 
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a stream selector having first and second inputs anc an output, the first input 
coupled to the first stream receiver, the second input coupled to the second stream 
receiver, and the output coupled to the hardware decoder, Wherein the stream selector 
is configured to selectively direct one of the media streams; to the hardware decoder 
under control of the processor. 

22. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim 21 , wherein at least one 
media stream comprises a Moving Picture Experts Group (jMPEG) stream, and wherein 
the hardware decoder comprises an MPEG decoder. 

23. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim 21 , wherein the first stream 

! 

receiver comprises a video tuner. 



24. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim 21 , wherein the second 

i 

stream receiver comprises a modem device. \ 



25. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim 24, wherein the modem 

•j 

device comprises a Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) modem. 



26. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim 24, wherein the second 
source comprises an Internet Protocol (IP) source. 



6 ; 

i 

i 
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27. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim m , wherein the stream 
selector comprises a multiplexer having a select line coupled to the processor. 

it 

I 



28. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim 2H , further comprising: 

I 

an audio/video controller coupled to the hardware d|coder for formatting media 
streams for presentation by an external display device; and 

an output coupled to the hardware decoder for providing operable connection to 
the external display device. 



29. (withdrawn) The companion device of claim 21 , further comprising a 

I 

storage device, coupled to the processor, for storing at least one media stream. 

30. (currently amended) A set top box (STB) for decoding media streams from 
multiple sources, the STB comprising: 

processing means; 

means, coupled to the processing means, for decoding media streams; 

\\ 

means for receiving a media stream from a first source; 
means for receiving a media stream from a second .jjsource; and 
stream selection means having first and second inputs and an output, the first 
input coupled to the means for receiving a media stream frpm the first source, the 
second input coupled to the means for receiving a media dtream from a second source, 
and the output coupled to the decoding means, wherein the stream selection means are 
configured to selectively direct one of the media streams to the decoding means under 
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©on 



decode the selected output from the stream selection means . 



31 . (original) A multimedia communications apparatus comprising: 
a receiver for receiving a video signal and a streaming media signal from a 

multimedia communications network; 

a first processing path coupled to the receiving device fortuning to the 

video signal; 

a second processing path coupled to the receiving dfevice for demodulating 
the streaming media signal; 

a selector for selecting between an output of the firsif processing path 
and an output of the second processing path; and 

a decoder for decoding selected output from the selector. 



32. (original) The multimedia communications apparatus 
the receiver comprises a radio-frequency input coupled to i 
comprises a first output coupled to the first processing path 
output coupled to the second processing path. 



to 



33. (original) The multimedia communications a 
the first processing path comprises a video tuner coupled 
splitter, and wherein the second processing path comprises 
the second output of the splitter. 



of claim 31 , wherein 
splitter, and the splitter 
and a second 



pparatus of claim 31, wherein 
the first output of the 
a modem device coupled to 



8 ; 
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34. (original) The multimedia communications apparatus of claim 31 , wherein 
the decoder comprises a hardware-based decoder. 

35. (original) The multimedia communications apparatus of claim 31 , wherein 
the video and streaming media signals are both encoded using a same technique, and 
wherein the decoder includes capability to decode signals encoded using the same 
technique. 

36. (original) The multimedia communications apparatus of claim 35, wherein 
the same technique comprises an MPEG encoding technique. 

37. (original) The multimedia communications apparatus of claim 35, wherein 
the same technique comprises a Digicypher encoding technique. 

38. (original) The multimedia communications apparatus of claim 31 , wherein 
the receiver is integrated with a set top box. 

39. (original) The multimedia communications apparatus of claim 31 , wherein 
the receiver is integrated with a television set. 
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40. (withdrawn) A multimedia communications apparatus comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a video signal and a streaming media signal from a 
multimedia communications network; 

a first processing path coupled to the receiving device for tuning to the 
video signal; 

a second processing path coupled to the receiving device for demodulating 
the streaming media signal; 

a first decoder for decoding output from the first processing path; and 
a second decoder for decoding output from the second processing path. 

41 . (withdrawn) The multimedia communications apparatus of claim 40, 
wherein the first and second decoders comprise hardware-based decoders. 



10 



PAGE 13/18 * RCVD AT 5/1/2006 5:03:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/16 < DNIS:2738300 * CSID:801 578 6999 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-16 



